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9. Green spaces
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Parkland in Laver Banks. 
Laver Banks is currently made up of a wooded river corridor, 
planting and grassed areas previously used for military 
training. Our proposals will see it transformed into parkland, 
which will be a key recreational space for Clotherholme as well 
as attracting visitors from across Ripon and further afield. The 
new park will be biodiverse and rich in ecology, with a network 
of walking and cycling routes that link to existing routes to 
wider Ripon and beyond.

Wide green routes across the site.
The current site includes strong lines of trees adjacent to 
roads, specific planted areas and playing pitches set in a 
military landscape. Our proposals will see new pedestrian, 
cycle and vehicular routes created through the site. Alongside 
swales (sunken channels to aid drainage and surface water 
run-off) and new landscaping, these routes will improve the 
site aesthetically, boost its ecological health and encourage 
sustainable travel.

Enhancing the site’s natural landscape.
Our proposals will see the whole site opened up and linked 
into wider Ripon. As part of this, we will preserve of many of the 
site’s existing habitats, including woodland, open space and 
the river valley.
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Using Sustainable Urban Drainage Systems (SuDS)
These systems will help to alleviate flood risk and increase 
natural drainage, making Clotherholme more resilient to 
climate change. SuDS are a way of storing and/or re-using 
surface water at the source. SuDS will be used throughout the 
site, but some of the main locations are indicated on this plan.

Playing pitches. 
We are proposing 7.44 hectares of playing pitches in a flexible 
layout that will enable a range of sports and games to be 
played by both locals and the wider Ripon sporting community. 
This is an increase in the area of marked playing pitches on 
the current site, and their final use and layout will be informed 
by Harrogate Borough Council’s Playing Pitch Strategy and 
in discussion with sports clubs. Potential facilities to support 
sports uses, such as a clubhouse, changing rooms and parking, 
will continue to be discussed and progressed with Harrogate 
Borough Council and sports clubs.

Small neighbourhood play spaces. 
A number of play areas will be provided in prominent and 
accessible locations across the development.
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Allotments.
Allotments located near homes will encourage local food 
production, community spirit and the self-sustainability of the 
site. 

How our proposals have changed

Since our engagement with the community we have made a number of changes relating to green 
space and sports facilities. 

• Sports pitches are clustered and better connected, with consideration of potential supporting 
facilities and future operation and management.

• Introduction of wider, green routes for walking and cycling, also helping to create a more 
distinctive and attractive place. 

• Making greater use of natural flood management methods reduce the risk of floods.

Next steps 

The detailed design for various aspects of the site (such as options for sports facilities) will be 
considered through Reserved Matters Applications prepared by developers working with Homes 
England and the DIO. Residents of Ripon will have the opportunity to view and comment on the 
proposals that developers bring forward, as outlined on Board 3. In addition, Homes England and the 
DIO will develop a landscape management plan, which will be used to further shape plans for Laver 
Banks and ensure that it is well used and maintained. The long-term management and maintenance 
of the Laver Banks parkland, playing pitches and supporting facilities will be determined at a later 
stage.
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Our aim is to preserve and enhance the site’s environment 
through an integrated approach to landscape, environment, 
ecology and playing pitch provision. We will do this through 
retaining and enhancing existing high quality environments to 
retain character and functionality, whilst strengthening green 
corridors that will connect the site and provide linkages to key 
features and the wider landscape. Over 50% of the site will be 
green space and playing pitch provision will be increased, with 
access to more informal green spaces throughout the site forming 
part of the wider recreational offer, which includes parkland.

Ensuring a strong playing pitch and recreation offer was one of the key drivers in the further 
development of the masterplan. This was as a response to questions and concerns raised during 
our engagement, and we have worked closely with Harrogate Borough Council and considered the 
views of community groups when further developing our plans. 

Our proposals
How our proposals have changed


