
Making homes happen

2. Engagement
Our vision for Clotherholme has been developed through 
extensive engagement with the local community, including 
discussions with stakeholder and community groups. We will 
continue to engage as our plans move through the planning 
application, development and construction process. The next 
opportunity to comment will be as a response to the planning 
application when it is submitted to Harrogate Borough Council.

Our commitment to engagement 

The creation of Clotherholme is a significant opportunity for Ripon. It is therefore important that 
we get it right and ensure it meets the needs of communities both present and future. Therefore, 
we have committed to engaging with and involving local residents throughout the lifetime of the 
development, following the key principles set out below.

Following the submission of the planning application in summer 2020, Homes England and the DIO 
will continue to engage with the local community wherever possible, including through the planning 
process and Reserved Matters Applications (see Board 3 for further information).  

Engagement to date 

Engagement on Clotherholme began in 2018 and, alongside technical studies, has informed 
development of the masterplan that is being submitted as part of the planning application. The 
initial stages of engagement on the project are shown on the timeline below. Technical and design 
work has been ongoing throughout this period, including regular meetings with Harrogate Borough 
Council and North Yorkshire County Council.

We listened, we paused, we refined 

We were impressed with the level of interest shown in our proposals for Clotherholme. As a result 
of the information that was shared with us, as well as a request from the Ripon Steering Group for 
further involvement in shaping the proposals, we decided to pause and re-visit the masterplan and 
the issues raised, including employment, transport, sports provision, ecology and green infrastructure. 
We also had a number of additional discussions with local groups. This valuable input has helped 
ensure that the scheme is the most suitable and reflects the feedback we received from the local 
community.

Details of the meetings and workshops that took place as part of this second round of engagement 
are shown in the timeline below. 
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which are accessible and 
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relationships and providing 
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and how this informs design.

2018 
Engagement 
begins

June to July 
2019
Visioning
Workshops

Discussions as part of Harrogate Borough Council’s 
Local Plan process and meetings with the Ripon 
Neighbourhood Plan Group and Ripon City Council.

Two Visioning Workshops for key local stakeholders. 
The workshops aim to capture stakeholder views in 
order to develop an emerging Vision and Development 
Objectives for the site, which are then used to shape and 
inform the masterplan. 

August and
September 
2019
One to one
meetings

Emerging
masterplan 
presented to 
wider Ripon 
community

October 2019
Information 
events

December 2019
Meeting with 
newly formed
Steering Group

An initial meeting with the Steering Group results in Homes 
England and the DIO deciding to undertake further 
engagement and review timescales for submission of the 
planning application.  Further work and engagement will focus 
on subjects such as transport, design quality and character and 
types of employment space on the site.

January to 
March 2020
Targeted 
Workshops

Informed by their additional work on the masterplan and a 
character analysis of the area, IDP facilitates targeted meetings 
with various community groups. The meetings aim to better 
understand what the community is seeking from the site.  

June and July 
2020
Follow-up 
workshops

‘You said, we did’ meetings are held with the same groups 
engaged earlier in the year. These meetings aim to explain how 
the masterplan has been developed as a result of community 
input and additional technical work. 

Further meetings with local landowners and interest groups 
to enable detailed discussions about plans for the site.

Emerging plans for the site are presented to the local 
community between 16 August and 6 September. Local 
stakeholders and residents are invited to give feedback 
through a mix of online and offline channels, including an 
engagement website and five engagement events.

Two information events are held to share information about 
the comments received during the public feedback period 
and to share progress on some of the key themes that 
came out of it.

Public events in 2019


