
Making homes happen

10. Sustainability 
We want Clotherholme to be sustainable and resilient to the challenges posed by a changing environment, as well as being a 
pleasant place to live. This board outlines how we will try and ensure that the development achieves this goal, balancing a range of 
environmental, social and economic factors. We have also conducted environmental studies to assess the development’s impacts on 
noise and air quality, which have confirmed that no significant issues will be caused.

In our design process we have followed the principles of ‘One planet living’, which is about reducing our impact on the planet. We want to create a place for everybody, with a well-balanced mix of uses and 
a thriving community hub that are designed to minimise reliance on energy hungry activities. We have also thought about how people will live in future, considering new ways of working and the impacts of 
climate change. The diagram below outlines the key sustainability aspects of our proposals. Additional information about each of the aspects is given via the matching numbers on the right-hand side. 

Enhancing biodiversity. As well 
as making pleasant spaces for 
residents and visitors to enjoy, 
the network of green spaces 
throughout Clotherholme will 
retain and enhance existing 
habitats for native wildlife. We 
will also deliver 10% biodiversity 
net gain, which means creating 
a site whose natural environment 
is improved as a result of its 
development. 

Community facilities. As outlined 
on Board 8, providing flexible 
workspaces, digital connectivity 
and supporting infrastructure will 
allow Clotherholme to adapt to 
changes in the ways we live and 
work. Our proposals also intend 
to reduce isolation and to help 
enable an aging population 
and those with accessibility 
requirements to live independently. 

Reducing Clotherholme’s carbon 
footprint.  All new development at 
Clotherholme will achieve the carbon 
dioxide emissions standards set out 
in the relevant building regulations. 
The development will also welcome 
the government’s forthcoming 
Future Homes Standard for new 
homes, allowing houses on site to be 
potentially future-proofed with low 
carbon heating and energy efficiency 
measures, and we will aim to 
minimise carbon during construction 
by using sustainable materials where 
possible and minimising construction 
waste.

Building resilience to climate 
change. We will use landscape 
and other natural design 
features to protect the 
community from the effects of 
climate change. In particular, 
our plans include a site-wide 
Sustainable Urban Drainage 
System and avoid building in 
Flood Zones 2 and 3, helping 
ensure resilience against 
flooding.

Reducing water usage and waste. 
Strategies will be developed to set 
targets for the reuse, recyclability and 
environmental safety of building materials 
to be used across the site. 

Sustainable travel. We will aim to further reduce 
carbon emissions by putting in place facilities and 
services that reduce the need for private car use. We 
will do this by providing improved public transport 
connections (see Board 7) and by having a range 
of facilities and flexible workspaces on site (see 
Board 8), reducing residents’ need to travel from 
Clotherholme for essential services. Cycle parking will 
also be provided on the site.
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Considerable care is being taken to understand 
the ecology of the site and to ensure that 
animals and their habitats are protected or 
managed. Laver Banks, the three main green 
routes and the ponds to the north of the site will 
play an important role in achieving improved 
biodiversity. 

New homes will be designed so that a typical 
household uses less than 125 litres of water per 
day, and our proposals aim to minimise future 
neighbourhood waste by providing space for 
recycling and composting at homes and within 
the local centre.

Electric vehicle use will be encouraged by 
enabling homes with off-street parking to have 
charging points. Charging points will also be 
available across the site, subject to securing a 
commercial operator.

We anticipate that carbon reduction will be 
achieved via a combination of sustainable 
design features such solar-shading and cross 
ventilation to regulate building temperatures. 
We will also promote the use of new 
technologies such as heat pumps and solar 
panels to reduce energy usage and generate 
energy on site.

Sustainable Urban Drainage Systems will to 
retain water after heavy rainfall, carefully 
managing its flow and discharging it from the 
site to avoid downstream flooding.

We plan to integrate supported living 
facilities with other forms of housing on site 
and are looking into how we can provide 
intergenerational opportunities within the local 
centre. 
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