Making homes happen

7. Landscape and ecology
The development will preserve and enhance the existing environment, including woodlands, individual trees and hedgerows, providing
strategic and functional blue and green corridors running throughout the whole site and linking into the adjoining landscape. The
environment will act as the setting for new spaces, buildings and a diverse range of community activities.
The existing environment will define the character of the development and help integrate it into the wider landscape and habitats. The existing woodland, open space and river valley will form a connected
network of green spaces. This will maintain existing habitats and create new links, helping to increase biodiversity, provide attractive new open spaces, opportunities to walk and cycle and to enjoy close contact
with the natural environment.

Plans illustrating green movement routes. The plan on the right hand side also illustrates areas of open space and recreation, potential play area locations and woodland within the development that we will aim
to retain (subject to tree surveys)

Opening and enhancing the Laver Banks site to create Laver Banks
Park
The current military training area includes many quality landscape features and habitats, which will be
made accessible through the redevelopment.
Our open space strategy focuses on retaining the existing environment of the Laver corridor and
extending it north west to encompass a wider range of functions and create a strong green edge for the
development.
Whilst largely unmanaged currently, Laver Banks is ecologically rich, and areas of it will be protected
and enhanced within the park and new habitats created. Areas of poorer quality within the park will
either be enhanced or converted for new leisure uses.
It is envisaged that sports pitches will be formalised to meet local demand and linked within the park to
provide a variety of activities for both summer and winter. The network of trails and walks will link these
facilities and connect into offsite pathways to other recreation and play areas nearby (e.g. the play
park at Doublegates).
There are steeply sloping banks to the river and it is not envisaged that the waterside will be made
publicly accessible. However, it can be bridged and appreciated as part of a walk or cycle around the
park via well-defined scenic trails.

Neighbourhood parks
Small neighbourhood parks are proposed in prominent and accessible locations throughout the
neighbourhood. The parks will retain the existing trees and landscape within Ripon Barracks, and
contribute to the landscape corridors through the development.

Semi natural open space

Exercise and sport
Formalised playing pitch provision will be provided in two broad locations to the west of the site along
Clotherholme Road and in the Laver Banks linked by a five minute walk, and with the possibility of these
pitches to be managed together or separately as required.
The level of playing pitch provision proposed will contribute to meeting some of the wider needs of
Ripon. The total area of playing pitches proposed is similar to the total level of playing pitches available
on the site currently (although they are not currently accessible to the public). The masterplan shows
broadly defined areas; however, the size of these areas provides the flexibility to accommodate a
number playing pitch space requirements. We feel that the type of pitches should be determined by
Harrogate Borough Council and local sports clubs.
This provision represents a significant increase in publically accessible playing pitches within Ripon.
With sport facilities proposed for Laver Banks Park, the proposed development will complement the
existing facilities at Studley Royal Cricket Club and Ripon Cricket and Rugby Clubs, which are within
walking distance of Laver Banks. As a result, our proposals will contribute to the creation of a larger and
enhanced sports network for Ripon.
As noted above, trails and routes to suit walking and cycling for exercise and access to nature are
proposed and will link up the formal sports provision in the development and provide appropriate
changing facilities.

Ecological protection and enhancement
There are important ecological habitats on the site, with Laver Banks having some areas of significant
grassland. The new proposed Laver Banks Park will protect the most important areas of ecology,
leaving them undisturbed. Additional areas of species rich grassland and woodland are suggested as
enhancements alongside links to other adjoining wooded areas.

A network of semi natural open space is protected throughout the neighbourhood. These landscape
corridors incorporate existing mature tree corridors, drainage features, habitats for ecology and
informal recreational routes. The built infrastructure is designed to sit within these distinct spaces, both
helping to settle development into the wider landscape setting and offering new residents an attractive
green and leafy new neighbourhood from day one.

Local food production
To encourage participation in food production, new allotments are proposed. Other community led
food projects could be included within one of the parks in conjunction with local groups.

Sample images illustrating recreation, ecology and landscape character

