
5. Connectivity and movement

Making homes happen

The redevelopment of Ripon Barracks will open up this large site and better link it with Ripon City and the neighbourhoods to its west.

At present, Ripon Barracks is a secure military base with no public access and no through routes. This means that the Barracks are disconnected from surrounding routes and the public rights of way network.
A key aspect of the site’s redevelopment will be linking it to the surrounding neighbourhoods, facilities and services. 

The increased population and new homes will have an impact on tra�c and how people move through the area and Ripon. The redevelopment will provide an important opportunity to control and improve some 
junctions in the city centre, and its impact will be managed by a phased approach to site delivery.

A key aim is to encourage alternative travel choices for those with disabilities, pedestrians and cyclists, such as non-car modes of transport and walking and cycling routes.

The images below show proposed access and movement in more detail. 

Plan showing proposed access to and movement through and around the site. Cycle routes will be explored further as the 
masterplan progresses.

The Access and Movement Plan, which sets out the primary and secondary access 
points to the development and strategic movement routes for pedestrians, cyclists, 
buses and cars

Connections to other neighbourhoods

A walkable neighbourhood is somewhere that essential daily trips can be made on foot in a safe, clean 
and pleasant environment. Typical walking distances in the new neighbourhood will be 400 - 800 m (5 
to 10 minutes). 

Connections from the site will be improved where possible along Clotherholme Road and Kirkby Road. 
Better pedestrian connections to Bishopston, Moorside, Quarry Moor, Lark Hill Lane and Green Lane will 
also be sought.

Routes for those with disabilities, walkers and cyclists

Strategic routes 
A north-south cycle link of approximately 1.4km will be provided along Chatham Road, and down 
through ‘Laver Banks Park’ to Galphay Lane. From here it is a short cycle onto the National Cycle Route 
688 and the route to Studley Park.

Local routes 
There is an aspiration for the redevelopment to support a good east-west links for those with disabilities, 
pedestrians and cyclists between the site and the city centre, starting from Clotherholme Road; further 
work is required to confirm the viability of this. Safe routes to school will be proposed within the 
development and these will consist of wide shared routes for wheelchairs, pushchairs, pedestrians and 
cyclists. It is considered that adult cyclists will cycle on-road, with streets designed to encourage low 
tra�c speeds (<20mph) and direct walking and cycling routes.

Public transport routes

One of our key objectives is to provide a bus route between the site and the main shops, facilities and 
onward public transport links (bus station) in Ripon city centre. Discussions are taking place with bus 
providers to achieve this.

The preference at this stage is to link Clotherholme and Kirkby Roads, providing a stop close to a new 
local centre and primary school. This would mean that all new homes would be within 5-7 minutes walk 
of the service, and would provide better bus coverage to Ripon’s western neighbourhoods.

Green connections

Working with many of the existing roads within the site will provide the opportunity to retain mature 
trees and attractive green streets from day one. This will be key to encouraging people to move through 
and spend time in them.

Driving routes

Although the development has been designed to have good pedestrian, cycling and public transport 
links, many new residents will use cars. We have committed to some junction improvements in the city 
centre, which will require approval by North Yorkshire County Council. Tra�c counts and surveys 
undertaken in June 2019 covered over 30 locations across the city and have been used to evidence 
works needed.

Junction works have been identified at:

• Clocktower Junction
• High/Low/Water Skellgate/Somerset Row signalised junction
• North Street/Coltsgate Hill signalised junction

Access into the site 

We are proposing two access points onto Kirkby Road (at the currently gated junctions to the barracks), 
and access onto Clotherholme Road from Chatham Road and one additional access further west.

The intention is to re-open Chatham Road with controlled through movement of cars. Our objectives 
are to split tra�c travelling to or from the development equally between Kirkby and Clotherholme 
Roads and to discourage any ‘rat running’ through the development.

Pubic parking for recreation and sports activities is proposed in both Claro and Laver Banks. Spaces are 
also proposed in the local centre. Access to Laver Banks for parking will be from the existing junction of 
Galphay Road. 

All existing junctions into the site will require modification to enable them to be used for this 
development. This may include marked turning arrangements and junction widening. 


