
9. Further feedback

Making homes happen

Here we have responded to common comments arising from the engagement process that aren’t addressed elsewhere in this exhibition, 
categorised in line with the BRE Framework themes.

Services

The development’s impact on local water infrastructure, including sewers and drainage.

We are working with Yorkshire Water to ensure that there is capacity on the existing infrastructure network for the demands of the new development, including water supply, drainage and sewerage. Information 
about the capacity of the existing network, as well as our proposals for connecting to it, will be addressed in the planning application.
 

Environmental 

Environmental matters, including those referenced below, will be addressed in the Environmental Statement, which will be submitted as part of the planning application. The technical studies are currently ongoing 
but, once the planning application is submitted, the Environmental Statement will be available to view on Harrogate Borough Council’s website. 

The development’s impact on local air quality as a result of the increase in Ripon’s population.

The Environmental Statement will have a chapter dedicated to air quality. Our assessments for this chapter consider the increased number of homes in Ripon, both from the redevelopment of the barracks and 
other planned developments in the local area in 2025, 2030 and 2035. They also consider air pollution resulting from congestion, referencing the current city centre Air Quality Management Area. 

The ecological impact of converting Laver Banks to sports pitches and a park.

Taken as a whole, the redevelopment will deliver a net ecological gain, in compliance with Harrogate Borough Council’s emerging Local Plan and using the Defra Biodiversity Metric 2.0. Our approach is to protect 
and enhance the site’s existing ecology and, as a result, we are not proposing a formal park in Laver Banks. This area will instead be publicly accessible via defined footpaths and routes, with the proposed sports 
pitches sited on land that currently has low ecological value.

Site constraints, including developing in the flood plain and the presence of gypsum.

Our proposals have been developed using the latest Environment Agency information on flood zones, and only Laver Banks is within the flood plain. All the proposed homes and sports pitches are outside of the 
flood plain. With regards to gypsum, the majority of the site is outside Ripon’s gypsum search area, and we are carrying out ground investigation surveys to gain an accurate understanding of the local area. These 
surveys will feed into the developing plans for the site. 

Governance

Ensuring the site is delivered as set out in the planning application.

The Outline Planning Application will seek to secure approval of the development principles for the whole development, as set out on Board 4. These are set out in the Parameter Plans, Design Guide, Development 
Specification and Highways Plans will be submitted for approval and, should planning permission be granted, any developer will be required to comply with the documents and drawings and any conditions 
Harrogate Borough Council attaches to any planning permission.

Housing and the built environment

Rationale for the number of homes and mix of uses on site.

Our proposals have been developed in accordance with Harrogate Borough Council’s emerging Local Plan and will meet the standards of the council’s Housing and Economic Development Needs Assessment 
(HEDNA). The site will include the key components of a sustainable community meaning that, while it is a part of Ripon, it will not place a strain on Ripon’s existing services. Board 5 gives more information about 
the facilities proposed for the site. 

Lost and blighted views and the need to retain open space.

The Parameter Plans have been updated to allow for more green space between the development and adjacent homes. The views from existing homes will be considered as part of the Landscape and Visual 
Impact Assessment undertaken as part of the Environmental Impact Assessment, and the massing proposed for the site will be sensitive to the impact on existing nearby residents. We are proposing green space 
across the site, including small local parks and open space at Laver Banks. 

Social and cultural 

Proposed sports pitches are not in suitable locations.

The location of the pitches has been chosen as part of a wider placemaking strategy for the site, with a focus on creating a community that is connected to wider Ripon, with green ‘corridors’ throughout. The 
pitches will be connected to each other and to Laver Banks through these corridors and will cover the same area as the pitches currently on the site.  

The development needs to be part of Ripon.

Our aspiration is for the site to become an integral part of Ripon, contributing to the existing community rather than competing with existing providers and services. It will contribute to Ripon economically, 
including increased business for local traders, as well as opening up a previously inaccessible site and contributing to easing some of Ripon’s transport issues. 


