
Making homes happen

5. Feedback from engagement
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We have been engaging on our proposals for Ripon Barracks since June 2019, including public events and an engagement website. This 
Board and Board 6 summarise the key themes arising from this activity. Detailed feedback from our engagement on the scheme will be 
reported in full in the Statement of Community Involvement (a formal document which will be submitted with the planning application).

Public engagement

We engaged on our emerging proposals for the redevelopment of Ripon Barracks between 12 August and 6 September 2019. Around 400 people attended the engagement events and there was a positive 
response to the principle of redeveloping the site. 188 responses were received during the engagement period with many focusing on matters outside of the barracks site itself and existing issues within Ripon, 
whilst there were a number of responses that related to the proposal for the site and its impact on the wider area.  

Stakeholder engagement

The engagement followed discussions and two Visioning Workshop sessions in June and July 2019 with local stakeholders, including Harrogate Borough Council, Ripon City Council and North Yorkshire County 
Council. These discussions have informed the Vision and Development Objectives (see Board 2) and the emerging indicative masterplan (see Board 10) for the site. The results of this engagement are summarised 
in a workshop report that is available at riponbarracks.hyas.co.uk.

Local facilities

As part of the public engagement, we asked people to suggest the types of facilities they would 
like to see on site. 

The bar chart to the right shows a breakdown of the most commonly requested facilities. Other 
facilities not shown in the chart where each was requested by fewer than 10 respondents included; 
play space, cycle and footpaths, employment space, a hospital or primary healthcare facility, 
supported living facilities, a café or restaurant, parking, a pub, bus stops and services, a youth 
centre, a hotel, a military museum and support services such as CCTV, electric vehicle charging 
points, bins and post boxes.

Of the most popular facilities suggested, many are already intended for the site. More information 
about each of the proposed facilities, and our approach to providing them, is outlined below. 

Our plans for the development include a primary school, as our technical work suggest that current primary schools in Ripon and the surrounding areas are close to capacity and could not support much increase 
in demand. Although evidence suggests secondary schools in the area are also at or nearing capacity, our discussions with North Yorkshire County Council have concluded that the proposed development site is 
not the best location for a new secondary school. The development is likely to make a financial contribution to supporting secondary school provision in the area to ensure there are enough secondary school 
places in Ripon. 

Doctors and dentists

Our plans provide space for facilities such as a doctor’s surgery or a dentist, but the provision of these facilities has to be demand-led (i.e. a doctor or a dentist needs to come forward and start a surgery). We will 
work with the local Clinical Commissioning Group and GP to explore options for medical provision to support the new residents and ensure the needs of the development can be met within Ripon.

Leisure and sport facilities

The amount of sports pitches proposed represents a significant increase in publicly accessible sports pitches within Ripon.

Formalised sports pitch provision will be provided in two broad locations to the west of the site along Clotherholme Road and in Laver Banks linked by a five minute walk and with the possibility of these pitches 
being managed together or separately as required. 

The sports pitches proposed for the site will be available to new residents and to wider Ripon. The area of playing pitches proposed is similar to the total level of playing pitches currently available on the site’s 
training areas (although they are not currently accessible to the public). The masterplan shows broadly defined areas designed into the development layout at the countryside edge. These areas are sized to 
provide the flexibility to accommodate a number of playing pitch space requirements. The usage of pitches will be determined by Harrogate Borough Council and local sports clubs.

Open space and parks

Our proposals will see the existing ecologically rich environment of the site enhanced and preserved. In particular, the existing woodland, open space and river valley will form a connected network of green 
spaces that will maintain existing habitats and create new links, helping to increase biodiversity, provide attractive new open spaces, opportunities to walk and cycle and to enjoy close contact with the natural 
environment.

In addition, small neighbourhood parks are proposed in prominent and accessible locations throughout the development. The parks will retain the existing trees and landscape within Ripon Barracks, and 
contribute to the landscape corridors through the development.

Allotments

To encourage participation in food production, 1 hectare of new allotments are currently proposed for the site. 

Community space and shops

As with medical facilities, we are providing space in our proposals for community space and shops, but the establishment of these facilities will have to be demand-led. 

 

Schools

The ‘schools’ total in the bar chart includes requests for a ‘school’ (25 respondents), as well more 
specific request for primary schools (12 respondents), secondary schools (24 respondents), further 
education facilities  (4 respondents) and a nursery (3 respondents).


